January 2010
Dear Parents
Happy New Year!

After the celebrations of Christmas and the excitement of the snow we look forward to an enjoyable, hardworking new term.   Year 4 and Year 5 will be busy working on their pantomime production of Cinderella Rockerfella which we hope to stage for parents and friends at the end of January.  Class 4 are taking the lead with the singing so costumes should not be a problem. Song sheets were sent home prior to the Christmas holiday.  Please support us by making sure the children are confident with the words of the songs.  If copies have been mislaid over the holiday time please let Mrs Pearson know.
Topics this half term include Solids and Liquids in Science and Improving the School Environment in Geography.  As before, the children may be asked to do research at times and to bring in to school relevant material connected with topics.  In Literacy we will focus on Narrative writing initially.  We are looking forward to a special Poetry week in February when a visiting poet will work with all the classes.  

Please continue to work with your children on their Numeracy targets which they should have written in their homework books.  To be successful in Mathematics it is vital that they have a secure knowledge of number bonds and can recall them rapidly.  For those who are ready times table tests will take place on Thursdays.  If your child has a times table sheet stuck in their homework books it would be helpful if you could encourage rapid recall of multiplication and division facts as suggested, in addition to their number bond target.  New Literacy targets, based on the last piece of assessed writing, will be given to the children during the first week of term.  You will be able to see these in their homework books.  Handwriting, spelling and reading homework continue as before.  A number of the children are still not secure in spelling some earlier high frequency words, such as ‘they’ and ‘where’.  Alongside this letter is a spelling booklet, which will enable you to check their knowledge of high frequency words in blocks over this half term, in addition to the weekly spelling sheet which should still be returned to school each Friday ready for the weekly spelling test.
This term the RE topics commence with a study of Special People, which will focus on leaders within the Church.  The main PE lesson will continue to be on Mondays with Mr Doyle.  Those who wear earrings should leave them at home on those days or be responsible for removing them before these lessons.   Long hair should be tied back.  As the weather is now much colder, tracksuits may be worn for outdoor PE.  Please make sure that all clothing and equipment is named so it may be returned if mislaid.
Do come and see Mrs. Pearson or myself before 8.50am if there are any concerns you wish to talk over or any information you wish to share.  Or contact me via the office if you wish to make a longer appointment.  Also please keep me informed of anything which you feel may have a bearing on your child’s behaviour or learning.  Sometimes a quick word with a school assistant is sufficient as they will pass on any details to me.  
I hope you find this information helpful.  Do let me know if you feel it would be useful to include anything else.
Miss Gibson.      
