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St Joseph's Catholic Primary School 
Park Avenue 

Bridgwater 
Somerset 
TA6 7EE 

 
                                                             Telephone : (01278) 422786 
                                                                        Fax : (01278) 429791 

Email : Sch.059@educ.somerset.gov.uk 
 
 
September 2006 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Welcome to St Joseph's and thank you for the interest you have shown in our school.   
 
This Brochure has been prepared in order to provide the answers to some of the questions 
which parents often ask. It is not a substitute for a visit to the school and our school secretary will 
be very pleased to make an appointment for you to come and see us at a mutually convenient 
time. 
 
The admission of your child to our school begins a partnership in education and the degree of 
co-operation between the home and the school will profoundly influence the progress that every 
child makes during these very important formative years. 
 
The school aims to provide a happy and secure environment for your child. It seeks to be a 
community which complements the home and the parish in attempting to live out the values of  
the gospel.  
 
I hope that your child's years at St Joseph's will prove to be both happy and productive.    
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Margaret Jones 
 
Headteacher 
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ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
School Staff  
 
Headteacher                
Mrs M Jones  
Deputy Headteacher     
Mr T Doyle  
Teaching Staff (Full time)              
Mrs C Hunt 
Miss P Gibson 
Mrs M Jepson 
Mrs S Ruffett 
Teaching Staff (Part time)              
Mrs J Harrison 
Mrs M Spittell 
Mrs M Moyse  
Mrs B Wierzchleyska 
Mrs J Lewis  
Additional Educational Needs Manager 
Mrs T Witchell 
 
Non teaching Staff  
 
Secretary     
Mrs C S Singleton 
Admin Assistant     
Mrs R Pimm  
School Assistants   
Mrs H La Croix   
Mrs D Gill   
Mrs J Bazire  
Ms S Tully  
Mrs V Pearson   
Miss A Caines   
Mrs A Gibbs   
Mrs J Boobyer   
Mrs H Dunbar    
Additional Educational Needs Assistants              
Mrs S Crook    
Mrs J Standerwick   
Mrs S Daly   
Mrs E Monaghan 
Lunchtime supervisors                
Mrs J Bazire   
Mrs A Gibbs   
Mrs A Donley  
Mrs S Treanor    
School site manager     
Mrs D Duddridge 
School Cleaners     
Mrs M Pusey    
Mrs Y Dare 
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ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 
GOVERNORS 
 
From September 1st 2006 
 
Parent Governors  
 
Mr Andrew Morgan 
Mrs Elizabeth White 
Mr Kevin Rossiter 
 
Foundation Governors   
 
Mr Kevin Chamberlin (Chair of the Governing Body) 
Mr Christopher Moyse 
Mrs Catherine Clark 
Dr Roger Johnson 
Mrs June Mead 
Mr Richard Tully 
Mrs Anna Hardman  
 
Staff Governor  
 
Mrs Bozena Wierzchleyska 
 
LEA Governor  
 
Mr Ian Dyer
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 OUR SCHOOL 
 
St Joseph's School is provided and owned by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Clifton, and is 
maintained by the Somerset Education Authority. It is a Co-educational Primary School 
catering for children from the age of Foundation stage and Key Stage 1. This means that 
three years may be spent at the infant stage (Key Stage 1) and a further four years at the 
junior stage (Key Stage 2). Our school has a history of approximately 100 years of serving 
the children of the Parish of Bridgwater.    
 
 
St Joseph's Catholic Primary School 
Park Avenue 
Bridgwater 
Somerset 
TA6 7EE 
 
Telephone: (01278) 422786 
Fax:            (01278) 429791 
Email:         Sch.059@educ.somerset.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 
To create a happy, secure and stimulating learning environment in which all members 
of our Christian School Community can grow in self esteem and a love of God and 
develop towards their full potential as human being s. 
 
Aims of the school  
 
In broad terms primary education is concerned with the development of children intellectually, 
socially, physically, morally and spiritually; so that they can lead full and useful lives both now 
and later. 
A child's education begins from the moment he or she enters the world.  As teachers we join 
parents as partners in a process in which they are already the main agents.  We believe that a 
good school is an extension of a good home, building upon the care and values that a good 
home provides and serving at all times as a witness to the Catholic faith in Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
The Learning Environment  
 
The School aims to provide a safe, happy, caring, well-ordered environment in which learning 
can take place and where each child is valued as an individual.  The staff are caring people who 
treat children with respect both in the way that they speak to them and by the interest that is 
shown for their welfare.  Each individual is valued equally and is encouraged to do his or her 
best at all times. 
We try our best to make the school buildings and grounds attractive and stimulating places.  It is 
our aim, too, to present a well organised and tidy environment to children, so that resources and 
work materials are readily accessible. We are always conscious of the need to maintain high 
standards of safety in our school and regularly conduct health and safety reviews.
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Children At Work  
 
We offer children a rich variety of learning experiences, which will help them to grow and 
develop as well balanced and confident people. 
 
A great deal of time is spent on the basic skills; listening, talking, reading, writing and 
mathematics.  We encourage children to enjoy these activities and to grow in competence in the 
skills on which so much depends. 
 
We aim to foster in children a thirst for inquiry, a love for truth and beauty, a desire to express 
themselves creatively and an eagerness to explore and extend their physical potential.  Work is 
planned to stimulate children's curiosity about the world and to help them to begin to understand 
its environment, its history and its peoples. 
 
Healthy attitudes are important at St Joseph's.  We encourage respect for every person 
whatever his or her ability, race or creed, for property and for our environment.  Children are 
expected to be courteous, co-operative, helpful and fair; to be industrious and to take a pride in 
well produced work. 
 
We expect children to take responsibility for their actions and as they progress through the 
school to grow towards independence both in their thinking and in their ability to organise 
themselves and their learning. 
 
Teachers at Work  
 
We aim…  
…to provide a broad and balanced curriculum based in a Catholic and Christian setting where 
we are led by the Spirit of Christ 
…to make prayer and worship and liturgy real educational experiences and to contribute 
successfully to the development of faith of each individual within the school community 
…to provide activities which will develop the whole child and which are selected on the basis of 
children's ability, aptitude or choice, offering equal opportunities for all 
…to use a variety of well proven teaching methods both informal and formal, sometimes 
teaching as a whole class, sometimes in groups and sometimes individually 
…to make the fullest use of first hand, practical experiences and to allow children time to dwell 
on areas of learning in order to achieve work of quality 
…for thorough, structured teaching with continuity of learning from year to year 
…to praise good work and effort frequently 
…to participate in, and encourage interaction between the home, the parish and the school.  
 
The School At Work  
 
We believe that the school and the community cannot lead separate lives.  Our aim is to bring 
the life of the school into the community and the life of the community into the school.  We work 
closely with Governors to develop the school and to foster a sense of partnership with parents.  
We believe that we have a sense of duty to help parents to understand the aims of the school.  
Developing links with playgroups, Secondary and other primary schools, the Health Service, the 
police and the church are all important aspects of the school's role. 
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ADMISSIONS POLICY 2006/2007 
 

1. St Joseph’s is a voluntary aided primary school which serves the parish of St Joseph, 
Bridgwater. The governing body, acting in accordance with arrangements agreed with 
the Clifton Catholic Diocesan Schools Commission and the Local Education Authority, 
is responsible for the admission of pupils. 

 
2. The Admission Number for the school is normally 34. Pupils are normally admitted in 

the September of the school year in which they reach their fifth birthday. This may be 
on a part time basis in smaller groups for the first few weeks of term to help them settle 
in. 

 
3. Applications for a place at the school should be made by December 2005 to the Pupil 

Placement Team, Pupil and Student Services Section, Somerset Education, Somerset 
County Hall, Taunton, Somerset TA1 4DY. The governors will consider each 
application. 

 
4. Places will be offered in accordance with the following order of priority: 

 
(Applications received 2006 in italics.) 
 

           a          ‘Children Looked After’ for whom a place is requested by the relevant                    
                       person/authority.   
                        0 applications 
 

b Children who are baptised Catholics and who live in the parish of St Joseph, 
Bridgwater. 

            7 applications 
 

c  Baptised Catholics who live outside the parish of St Joseph, Bridgwater and who 
do not have a Catholic primary school serving the parish in which they live or 
whose parish is full. 

            0 applications 
 

d Children who will have a brother or sister at the school at the time of their 
admission. 

            11 applications 
 

e Children of other Christian faiths who live within the parish of St Joseph, 
Bridgwater and one of whose parents is a practising member of a church and 
has the written support of the minister of that church. 

            0 applications 
 

f Baptised Catholic children who live outside the parish of St Joseph, Bridgwater 
and who fall outside Category (b) above. 

            0 applications 
 

g Other children whose parents express a desire for their children to be given a 
specifically Christian education. 

            3 applications 
 

h Other applicants not in the above categories. 
            8 applications 
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Applications 2006          
         
 
Admission number for 2006                               30 
 
Admissions received                                          30 
 
 
 
When applications within Categories (a) (b) and (f) above exceed the number of places 
available, priority will be given to children who have a sibling at the school at the time of their 
admission, and then to children who live furthest from the nearest alternative Catholic school 
at which a place is available. Priority in other categories will be given first to children who 
have a sibling at school at the time of admission and then to children living nearest to the 
school. Distance will be calculated “as a straight line measured from the School entrance to 
the child’s front door” using the LEA mapping system (WS Atkins) 
 
Parents have the right to appeal against the refusal by the Governors to admit their child and 
should put their appeal in writing to the Clerk to the Governors at the school. The Clifton 
Catholic Diocesan Schools Commission will arrange appeals. 
 
Casual applications i.e. those which fall outside the normal admission round, will be 
considered by the Governors in accordance with the criteria listed in paragraph 4 above. 
 
Children with Statements of Education Need  
There is a different procedure for the admission of children with a Statement of Education 
Need.  This is administered by the local education authority (LEA) in whose area the family 
live.  The LEA is responsible for issuing the statements and consulting with the parents and 
the governing body at St Joseph’s if a preference has been made for the school before the 
school named in the statement. 
 
Deferred Entry  
The revised code of practice on School Admissions states that, where the admission 
authority for a primary school offers places in reception classes to parents before their 
children are of compulsory school age the Secretary of State expects the admission authority 
to offer the option of deferring their child’s entry until later in the year. 
In practice this means that parents of Summer born children (ie children born between 1st 
April and 31st August) may choose to defer entry for the Autumn term and may start in the 
following January. 
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ORGANISATION 

 
School Hours  
 
Children attend school on 190 days over three terms; Autumn, Spring and Summer. 
 
Sessions in the school day  
 
Key Stage 1        Key Stage 2  
 
09.00 - 10.30       09.00  - 11.00 
10.45 - 12. 15       11.15  - 12.15 
13.15  - 14.30       13.15  - 15.15 
14.45 - 15.15 
 
Total time for teaching the School Curriculum 

 
Key Stage 1 23 hrs 45 mins  
Key Stage 2  25 hrs   
 
The school bell is rung at 08.55 to allow the children time to come in to school and settle 
ready for a prompt start at 9.00. 
  
Children should not arrive at School before 8.50 a.m. as adequate supervision cannot be 
guaranteed before then.  In order to avoid vehicular and pedestrian congestion around the 
school entrance, we particularly ask parents to avoid short term off loading and collection in 
the area marked with a no parking zigzag. This area should be kept clear at all times. 
 
On wet mornings the children may go straight to their classes. 
 
We ask parents to collect their children promptly at 3.15 p.m. as supervision can only be 
provided for ten minutes after the end of afternoon school.  In the interests of safety we ask 
parents to wait for children inside the school gate and to collect their children from the 
playground entrances. 
 
In the interest of security, the smaller gate by the field and the main vehicular gates are 
blocked during school session times and any visitors are directed via the pedestrian entrance 
to the main Reception Area, where they will be issued with a visitors' badge. 
  
If you would like your child to go home to lunch we would be most grateful if this could  be 
arranged through the Headteacher. 
 
Children With Additional Educational Needs  

      
Where appropriate, the school aims to give special help to children with specific or general 
learning difficulties AND to very able children.  All children have access to the National 
Curriculum.  However, the work set will match individual pupil's needs and abilities, and 
children with severe learning difficulties will also receive intensive personal or small group 
tuition and placed on our additional Educational Needs School Action Plan. 
 
Children with particularly severe learning and/or behavioural difficulties may, with their 
parents' consent, be referred to the Educational Psychologist. 
 
The school currently operates an 'Assessment' procedure in which problems are often 
identified and supported without the need for more formal remedial action.  Where 
appropriate, expertise from outside agencies is sought e.g. speech therapist, the language 
and communication team, behavioural support team, hearing impaired team and the physical 
disability team.  Regular consultation meetings are held to draw-up the appropriate plan of 
learning for each child on the AEN register.  Parents are involved totally in this process, and 
meetings are held three times each year to discuss progress. Parents are provided with 
copies of their child’s Individual Programme of Learning (IEP – Individual Education Plan).  
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We have a range of talented staff here at St Joseph’s to work with children with educational 
needs either on an individual basis or as part of a smaller group.    
 
Examinations And Assessment  
 
Introduced nationally in 1991, and so far continually amended and updated, Standard 
Assessment Tasks (SAT’s) at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2 - 7 year olds) are administered 
annually. SAT’s for children at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6 - 11 year olds) were 
introduced in 1994 and are administered during the Summer term. 
 
The government now require a “Foundation Stage 
profile” to be completed on each child by the end of the 
Reception year.  This procedure is designed to make an 
assessment of each child’s ability in the six areas of 
learning – language, literacy and communication, 
mathematical, knowledge and understanding of the 
world, physical development , creative development and 
personal, social and emotional development.  
 
Routine assessments take place at regular intervals 
throughout the year for each age group. These include 
Spelling, reading and maths tests, and the government optional SAT’s tests at the end of 
years 3, 4 and 5.   
 
Transfer To Secondary Education  
 
At the age of eleven, (at the end of Year 6) the children transfer to Secondary Education. 
 
Broadly speaking, most of the children transfer to Haygrove, Blake, Chilton Trinity and East 
Bridgwater. Parents also have the option of sending their children to St Augustine of 
Canterbury Anglican/Catholic School in Taunton. 
 
Parents have the right to say which school their child goes to during the Autumn term before 
a child is due to transfer. The Local Education Authority will send parents particulars of all the 
schools available.  Some children attending St Joseph's School transfer to private education.
        
During their last term at St Joseph's, the children in year 6 visit their future secondary schools 
and secondary staff make a number of visits to our school in order to get to know the 
children.  There is extensive liaison in order to ensure a smooth transition and introductory 
meetings for parents are arranged. 
 
Activities To Take Home  
 
Our homework policy encourages children to undertake additional work and activities, which 
will support their school work. 
 
Reception children take home activities related to the early levels of our reading scheme and 
we hope that parents will feel able to help their children with these and so encourage them in 
the early stages of reading.  Later in the infant years children will bring home their reading 
scheme books to read to parents. 
 
For children in years 3 to 6 the learning of spellings is encouraged.  We have a school policy 
for learning spellings and guidance for this "multi sensory" approach is attached to the inside 
cover of your children's spelling books.  The learning of multiplication tables is also 
encouraged in these years. Older children may be given tasks to complete at home, 
sometimes in connection with projects they are studying at school. 
Bringing children to school by car  
 
Parents bringing children to school by car are asked, in the interest of safety, not to enter the 
cul-de-sac leading to the school in their car. Parents are requested to park well away from 
the junction of Penarth Road and Park Avenue. For parents who are new to the area, Park 
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Road is approached from Durleigh Road and from here there is a very good footpath to the 
school. 
 
Children cycling to school  
 
Parents are responsible for their children cycling to school and ensuring that cycles are 
maintained in a roadworthy condition. There is a limited amount of space for cycles and 
these must be dismounted before  entering the school grounds. Children are not allowed to 
bring skateboards, scooters or any other vehicles to school. 
 
Absence From School  
 
It is now a Government requirement for the school to keep and publish records of all 
authorised and any unauthorised Absences . We are now required by law to carry out a 
termly survey of attendance which includes absence for all reasons, including family 
holidays. The government have set an attendance target of 94%. 
 
On the first day of your child's absence could you please notify the school either by letter or 
telephone (before 9.15am please!).  When absence is for a long period, arrangements can 
be made to send work home if this is appropriate. 
 
It is important that holidays during term time are only requested in exceptional 
circumstances. The Headteacher will only give approval if it is felt that the absence is 
unavoidable or exceptionally justified.   
 
Please try to ensure that absences do not coincide with examinations or important tests. 
 
If you wish your child to leave school during lesson time for any reason, then a note is 
essential.  No child will be allowed to leave without a written request by you.  This, I am sure 
you will agree, is vital for the safety of your child. We also keep a ‘Children Off Site Register’ 
in the main office and  we ask you to complete this when you collect and return your children 
to and from school. 
 
Sick Children  
 
If a child shows signs of being unwell before school commences then he/she should be kept 
at home where he/she will be properly cared for.  Our facilities in school for caring for sick 
children are very limited and so we will always attempt to arrange for the child to go home. 
 
 
School Meals  
 
School meals are provided by Millennium Catering and served on the premises in our own 
kitchen under contract to the school. The caterer aims to provide a good balanced meal with 
as much variety as possible. A Menu is usually prepared and sent to the school a month in 
advance. Currently a meal costs £1.50 a day, payable in advance. Cheques should be made 
payable to Millennium Catering.  
  
Parents in receipt of Income Support may apply for free school meals. An application form 
(BR 35) is obtainable from the school office. 
 
If your child brings a packed lunch we ask that suitable containers are provided to keep the 
food fresh.  Drinks should be brought in a plastic container with a firmly attached top.  
 
Break Time Snacks              
 
Fruit or other healthy snacks may be brought to school as 
a mid-morning snack – Sweets and chocolate should 
not be brought to school . 
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Water Bottles  are allowed in class but these must be no bigger than the 500ml size. Bottles 
should be clear and marked with your child’s name. 
 
School milk is also available daily at a small cost (free to children under 5 years of age). 
 
 
School/Home Links  
 
Children make best progress at school when home and school support each other for the 
benefit of the child.  Regular Parents' Evenings are arranged in the Autumn and Spring terms 
and written reports sent home at the end of the Summer Term. 
 
Should any problem with a child's work arise, parents are advised to contact the child's 
teacher direct.  The Headteacher is able to see parents with more personal problems.  An 
appointment, arranged either by telephone or letter, will ensure that staff are available. 
 
Parents are invited to join us at several functions throughout the year, i.e. School and Class 
liturgies, Christmas/Summer productions, Concerts, Harvest Festivals and Special 
Assemblies etc. 
 
Parents are always welcome in school and offers of assistance are gratefully received. Many 
parents help with activities such as: 
 

·  Hearing children read 
·  Working in the classroom 
·  Helping with the Library 
·  Cooking with small groups of children 
·  Sewing with the children 
·  Accompanying the children on educational visits 
·  Making costumes for assemblies or concerts 
·  Working with the children on the computer 
·  Helping the class with swimming 
·  Helping with extra curricular clubs and other activities 

 
In fact without parental help we could not offer the variety of educational activities we do! 
All volunteers will be required to complete Police clearance disclosure forms.  

 
PTA 
 
Our Parent Teacher Association is actively involved in organising many events in order to 
raise money for the school and to promote community links. You will be made most welcome 
at any of these events organised by the committee. 
 
All parents are automatically members of the Parent Teacher Association. 
 
 
 
 
 
Emergencies  
 
In the event of severe weather preventing the complete opening of the school, local radio 
stations (Radio Bristol, Orchard FM and Somerset Sound) will broadcast continuous 
information.  We will also make sure that the telephone at school is continually staffed. 
 
Should a decision be made to close the school during the day then we shall contact parents 
at home. Any children unable to be transported shall be looked after at school.    
Accidents unfortunately do happen from time to time.  In such cases we will contact you as 
soon as possible and seek medical attention.  Please could you inform the school if you 
change your address, home telephone number or day time contact number. 
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Medical Checks  
 
If your child did not have a Pre-School medical when four years old then an examination can 
be arranged at school.  The main purpose of this examination is to ensure that there is no 
health problem that may hinder progress at school.  Any necessary follow-up examination will 
be notified to parents who will be invited to attend. 
 
The School Dentist visits the school annually and the School Nurse makes regular visits to 
check eyesight etc.  Audio metric tests are also held to check hearing. 
 
If you feel that there is a health problem related to your child's school life, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Headteacher.  If you wish your child to return to school whilst still 
undergoing a course of medication, then a medical form must be signed in the office if a 
named member of staff is to administer the medicine. 
 
Lost Property  
 
Unmarked items are retained at the school for a reasonable period of time until claimed.  The 
class teacher or caretaker may be able to trace a lost item.  All items of clothing should be 
clearly marked with the child's name.  Please check regularly to ensure that the name has  
not faded. 
 
School Photographer  
 
The School Photographer visits annually to photograph your child either individually or in a 
family group.  The results are normally very good and you are invited to purchase all or some 
of the prints offered.  There is, of course, no obligation to buy. 
 
Child Protection  
 
The Childrens Act 1989 requires that each school has a designated Child Protection Officer. 
If any matters relating to child protection issues are brought to the attention of the designated 
officer then he/she is legally required to take necessary action, putting the interests of the 
child first. Any action taken is guided by the Somerset Child Protection Handbook which lays 
down specific procedures for dealing with varying levels of concern. A copy of the Handbook 
is available in school. 
Any information received from the variety of possible sources, will always be treated with the 
utmost sensitivity and confidentiality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCIPLINE 
 

                                
Our Behaviour Policy exists to cover all aspects of discipline. Our aim is to foster a positive 
and encouraging atmosphere in the school in which uncooperative behaviour is unlikely to 
emerge. 
 
Children who have done particularly well during the week are sent to the Headteacher for 
praise and reward. Such effort or behaviour may also be referred to during whole school 
sharing Assembly on a Friday.   
 
Children who are uncooperative may be referred to the Headteacher, who will closely monitor 
them for a period.  If there is no improvement in the situation, our policy is to contact parents 
so that any problem can be tackled in partnership, possibly by a programme of positive 
encouragement.  We always involve parents before the problem becomes too serious. 
 
Generally our rules are kept to a minimum and are mainly for the purpose of safety and 
hygiene; aiming to teach children to care for and respect the person, their own property and 
that of others and to ensure the smooth running of the school. 
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Everyone is expected to behave in a way that will not cause distress, discomfort or damage 
to others.  Self discipline is being taught and learned every day.  Bad language, aggression 
and selfishness are not tolerated at St Joseph's School. 
 
The quality of relationships in the school is very high and misbehaviour, excepting the normal 
emergence of high spirits, is rare. 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
 
We believe that a school uniform encourages a sense of belonging and children are 
encouraged to wear the following: 
 
BOYS 
 
Grey trousers or shorts 
Pale blue polo shirt 
School sweatshirt or navy-blue V necked pullover 
Black school shoes 
Grey or dark socks 
 
GIRLS 
 
Winter 
Navy-blue pinafore, skirt or dark blue trousers (school type not fashion trousers) and pale 
blue polo shirt        
School sweatshirt, cardigan or navy-blue V necked pullover  
Navy-blue tights  
 
Summer 
Navy-blue and white small check dress 
White socks 
Black low healed sensible shoes (no high heels or platform shoes please) 
 
 
 
 
We recognise the pressures that parents may come under from their children and children 
from their friends. However some fashions are neither suitable nor acceptable for school and 
we wish to make this clear to avoid potential conflict. These would include: 
 
·  Trainers 
·  Hair coloured other than natural hair colour  
·  Makeup jewellery and nail varnish. Only ear studs may be worn - not earrings 
·  Jeans, jogging bottoms or fashion trousers 
·  Platform shoes  
·  Body Transfers 
 
Pupils should be tidy and clean and avoid any form of extreme or unsuitable hairstyle. In 
short, we are very proud of our school and expect pupils to give a good impression of 
themselves at all times. 
 
 
 
Physical Education  
 
Navy-blue shorts 
white tee shirt 
Daps (in named bag)  
For children playing football - football boots 
Tracksuits or warm sports clothing may be worn in 
winter. 
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County guidance on the teaching of PE states that.... 
 
All long hair must be tied back. 
Children must not  wear earrings or studs. 
Only normal everyday trainers/daps should be worn, not fashion type with big heels. 
School sweatshirts, cardigans and polo shirts are available for purchase direct from the 
school each Friday at 3pm.  
We also have a very good second - hand uniform shop! 
 
PLEASE  ENSURE  THAT  EVERY  ITEM  OF YOUR CHILD’S  CLOTHING  IS  CLEARLY 
MARKED  WITH  HIS/HER NAME  
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THE CURRICULUM 
 
Governors' Statement of Curriculum Aims  
 
The curriculum consists of all those activities planned by the school to promote the 
development of the pupils and to prepare them for the opportunities responsibilities and 
experiences of adult life. Our present curriculum framework is delivered within the limits of 
government policy and their agenda of change. 
 
All children of statutory school age will be taught the National Curriculum (including the 
national literacy and numeracy strategy) within a Catholic ethos. Children in the Reception 
class will be taught the Foundation Curriculum. 
 
School curriculum aims  
 
Mission Statement 
To create a happy, secure and stimulating learning environment in which all members 
of our Christian School Community can grow in self esteem and a love of God and 
develop towards their full potential as human being s. 
 
In response to our Mission Statement our aims are to: 

 
·  Prepare children for the demands of a challenging and changing world by means of a 

Christ - centred curriculum 
·  Raise and maintain standards in all areas of the children’s work through high 

expectation and continuous support and monitoring of the planned and received 
curriculum 

·  Establish a well-disciplined and hard working community 
·  Enable children to acquire knowledge, skills and enjoyment in all subjects with a 

particular emphasis upon Religious Education, English, Maths, Science and 
Information Communication Technology 

·  Help children to acquire the knowledge skills and attitudes necessary to develop 
enquiring minds and an ability to question, reason and communicate 

·  Provide a stimulating, varied and challenging school environment, which will provide 
for the full development of each individual to the maximum of his or her potential 

·  Foster in every child a desire for life long learning and an interest in the world around 
them  

·  Foster an open and meaningful relationship with God through Jesus Christ.
·  Foster and develop a caring and supportive environment where everyone is 

encouraged to respect, value and celebrate their achievements and the 
achievements of others 

·  To work collaboratively so as to create opportunities for effective communication 
between all those involved in the school, the parish and the wider community 

·  To provide a balanced education where everyone can develop physically, socially, 
morally, spiritually and intellectually 

·  To encourage pupils personal development to enable them to become creative, 
discerning, self confident and responsible autonomous individuals 

·  To develop an awareness of belonging to a multi cultural society and to celebrate the 
richness and diversity of other cultures 

 
These aims demonstrate our commitment to provide a broad and balanced curriculum and to 
ensure that all the children in our care have full and equal access to it. They are not listed in 
a rank order of importance. 
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The Content and Organisation of the Curriculum  
 
The school works according to the terms of the 
National Curriculum, introduced in September 
1989 and revised in 1995. This provides a 
framework that will ensure the development of a 
child as he or she moves through the school.  
The new National Curriculum (September 2000) 
provides for the 5 ‘core’ areas of English, Maths, 
Science, Religious Education and Information 
and Communication Technology. There are 
seven ‘foundation' subjects: Physical Education, 
Art, History, Geography, Music, French and 
Design and Technology. 
 
In 1998, the Government introduced the National Literacy Strategy and this was followed in 
1999 with the National Numeracy Strategy. In May 2003 the Government launched 
‘Excellence and Enjoyment’ which was a document which sought to bring together many of 
the approaches already being followed by good primary schools around the country. This 
Primary Strategy acknowledged the importance of making learning fun for children, while 
maintaining a strong focus on literacy and numeracy and promoting high standards across all 
subjects. 
 
In addition to the subjects specified in the National Curriculum, the school curriculum also 
addresses cross-curricular issues such as Personal and Social Education, Health, Equal 
Opportunities and Multi-cultural Education.  The manner in which the curriculum as a whole is 
delivered will reflect the needs of each individual child, and so the organisation of teaching 
groups will, of necessity, be flexible. Comprehensive policy statements and schemes of work 
may be viewed at the school. 
 
The children follow the National Curriculum, but where appropriate this may be taught in a 
more integrated and thematic way. It is important to note that the requirements of the 
National Curriculum do not apply to children in the Reception year.  The emphasis in the 
teaching of reception children will be based upon the ‘Curriculum Guidance for the 
Foundation Stage’ and on preparing the children for their later years in school. 
 
The National Curriculum provides programmes of study that will provide standards against 
which children's progress will be assessed.  The school will communicate the results of these 
assessments to parents.  The overall purpose of any such process is to monitor progress, 
diagnose weaknesses, and to give staff an indicator for a pupil's future work. 
 
The Schools Religious Education policy is in line with the traditions and doctrines of the 
Roman Catholic Church. However religious beliefs influence the whole of the school day and 
the children's Christian foundation is a constant element of our school life. 
 
 
English Language Development  
 
A great deal of attention is paid to communication skills - those of listening, talking, reading 
and writing.  All children need some competence in these areas because they are basic tools 
on which so much depends.  But beyond achieving a use of these skills it is important that 
children learn to use them with increasing understanding, confidence and pleasure. The new 
Literacy strategy introduced into schools in September 1998, provides for each class to follow 
a Literacy Hour. Each day the children follow a very focused approach to the teaching of 
reading through shared and guided reading and the development of language through 
reading a variety of texts and through being taught how to write in different texts, whilst 
developing their skills in punctuation and spelling.  
 
Reading plays a vital part in this area of the curriculum.  We have an initial basic reading 
scheme (Oxford Reading Tree) through which each child progresses step by step.  Linked to 
the scheme at all levels are a number of books at similar levels of difficulty. Children are 
encouraged to take their reading book home regularly. A reading notebook is supplied to 
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maintain links between home and school. Book purchasing leaflets are sent home from time 
to time and we hold a regular School Book Fair.  
 
 Handwriting receives regular practice and as children begin to write with confidence, they are 
introduced to a variety of writing tasks. The breadth of writing increases as the children 
become more competent and can lead to records of experiments, other types of factual 
accounts, reports, plays, descriptions, instructions, letters, reviews and persuasive prose as 
well as narrative writing, based on personal experience or imagination. 
 
Accurate use of standard English is encouraged with punctuation, grammar and spelling 
taught at appropriate levels to all age groups. Regular discussion in groups and as a class 
helps to foster children's oral skills as does drama and participation in Assemblies.  Older 
children give talks and take part in debates. 
 
Mathematics  
 
In September 1999 the government introduced the new Numeracy Strategy into schools.  
This new approach to the teaching of mathematics introduced a much stronger emphasis on 
number and on daily mental / oral mathematical work. 
 
It is our aim that not only should the children have a basic knowledge of the four rules of 
number, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, but they should also be able to 
apply these to practical and other problem solving activities. 
 
Estimating and measuring lengths and weights, an understanding of time, an ability to read 
charts and graphs and a knowledge of flat and solid shapes are all part of the numeracy 
strategy, but more emphasis is now placed on number.  Older children will learn about 
fractions, percentages, decimals, volume and area. 
As far as possible we try to relate mathematical ideas to practical situations and we 
encourage children to make mathematical investigations.  We also aim to teach children to 
make intelligent use of the calculator. 
 
Science  
 
In science we aim to develop enquiring minds, powers of observation and the ability to 
develop and test an idea.  Children will be introduced to plants and animals and learn how to 
classify them.  They will also devise experiments in areas of physical science such as 
electricity, forces, light and sound. 
 
In Key Stage 1 pupils observe, explore and ask questions about living things, materials and 
phenomena. They begin to work together to collect evidence to help them answer questions 
and to link this to simple scientific ideas. They share their ideas and communicate them using 
scientific language, drawings and tables. 
 
In Key Stage 2 pupils learn about a wider range of living things, materials and phenomena. 
They begin to make links between ideas and to explain things using simple models and 
theories. They apply their knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas to familiar 
phenomena, everyday things and their personal health. They begin to think about the positive 
and negative effects of scientific and technological developments on the environment and in 
other contexts. They carry out more systematic investigations, working on their own and with 
others. They use a range of reference sources in their work. They talk about their work and 
its significance and communicate ideas using a wide range of scientific language, 
conventional diagrams, charts and graphs. 
 
 
Design and Technology  
 
During Key Stage 1 pupils will learn how to think imaginatively and talk about what they like 
and dislike when designing and making.  They will build on early experiences of investigating 
objects around them.  They will explore how familiar things work and talk about, draw and 
model their ideas.  Pupils will also learn how to use tools safely.   
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During Key Stage 2 pupils will work on their own and as part of a team on a range of 
designing and making activities.  They will think about what products are used for and the 
needs of the people who use them.  They will plan what has to be done and identify what 
works well and what could be improved in their own and other people’s designs.  They will 
learn how to select and use tools safely. 
 
Religious Education  
 
The religious education scheme used in school is the revised ‘Here I am’ programme. The 
programme has the blessing of the Bishops of England & Wales and the centre point is 
Christian belief in Jesus Christ and the Word & Revelation of God. Each term a basic belief 
about the mystery of life is explored within the Catholic faith tradition. The basic belief for 
each term is explored through 3 themes - Church, Sacrament and Christian living.  
 
The Church's year, with the major feasts and festivals, are also an important part of the 
programme. These form the basis of Assemblies and Masses and other related activities 
within the school. Parents are always welcome to join with us and your interest is indeed 
essential to help the children to grow in their understanding. 
 
During Year 3 the children are encouraged to join the parish preparation programme to make 
their First Act of Reconciliation and to receive their First Holy Communion.  
 
Key stage 1 and 2 assemblies are held weekly and whole school assembly twice a week. An 
important part of our Friday assembly is the celebration of the children’s work . A weekly 
achievement cup, personal achievement certificates and ‘Writer of the Month’ certificate are 
all present features of these assemblies. 
 
Information and Communication Technology  
 
ICT has become an essential element in many areas of the curriculum, and the children are 
encouraged to become familiar, confident and skilful with using computers and other 
equipment. They have regular use of our computer suite, with time for both the teaching of 
ICT skills and to incorporate ICT through the curriculum. Children have access to learning 
tools including the Intranet, Internet, CD Roms and educational programmes, and additional 
hardware including microscopes and programmable robots. They are also able to use E-mail 
facilities to communicate. Every Key Stage 1 class also has its own computer, with a range of 
educational software installed, and we are in the process of installing a computer in every 
Key Stage 2 class.  All classes have recently had an Interactive Whiteboard installed and 
pupils use these as a constant feature of their learning. 
 
History, Geography and Environmental Studies  
 
These subjects are all taught usually by means of projects or sometimes individually.   
 
In History we aim to help children to build up a picture of the past, to recognise historical 
change, to think imaginatively about the past and become acquainted with some periods of 
history.  In Geography we aim to make children increasingly aware of the world and its 
regions, to learn about weather and climate and to understand and interpret maps, globes 
and atlases. Local Environmental Studies can include a combination of these subjects along 
with Science, and might involve a study of the local church or the school. 
 
 
Music  
 
There is a strong tradition of Music at St Joseph's and the enjoyment of music through 
listening and participating is our priority.  We aim to give children the opportunity to 
experience a variety of music, to sing sensitively, to develop a good sense of rhythm, pulse, 
pitch, tone and melody, to recognise some instruments in current use and to acquire a sense 
of performance. Instrumental lessons are available to children whenever a place becomes 
available on the waiting list. 
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Children are encouraged to play at liturgies and musicals and are given the opportunities to 
perform at assemblies and talent shows. We also have a recorder club for interested 
children.  Children can learn a musical instrument from visiting peripatetic teachers.  These 
cover a variety of instruments and parents pay for the lessons.  A form of application and 
more information can be obtained from the school office. 
 
Art and Design  
 
Drawing using different materials, painting, printing and craft work all play their part in the 
school curriculum.  We are particularly keen to promote careful observational work, to 
increase children's understanding of colour mixing and to encourage them to think carefully 
before they choose their materials.  Opportunities to work with clay and other 3D materials 
are also offered.  We aim to help children to appreciate form and beauty and to develop their 
creative skills. 
 
Physical Education  
 
The physical well being of the children is catered 
for by regular activities in physical education 
including movement and dance for the younger 
children, gymnastics, games and swimming.  We 
aim to extend the range and quality of the 
children's movements, to allow opportunities for 
healthy competition and teamwork, to encourage 
children to strive for their personal best and above 
all to promote an enjoyment of physical activities.  
Visiting sports coaches provide specialist teachers 
to each child for 45 minutes per week. 
 
We believe that the teaching of swimming to be a most important part of your child's 
education and all children are given the opportunity to swim whilst at St Joseph’s. Although 
we have our own swimming pool we also make full use of the Sedgemoor Splash Leisure 
Centre. The children are encouraged not only to swim but also to progress in accordance 
with a structured syllabus that includes stroke progression, distance and survival techniques. 
  
French  
 
Children in years 3 to 6 receive French teaching from a visiting specialist.  
 
Religious Worship  
 
The children learn prayers and say them regularly at school. All children are involved in the 
daily act of worship and there is no provision for the withdrawal of pupils. 
 
We aim to communicate a sense of joy, care and community in our assemblies which 
normally include hymn singing and a prayer. The school follows the liturgical year closely and 
this is reflected in classroom teaching and in assemblies. Individual class liturgies are 
prepared and celebrated on a regular basis and mass is held in school at the beginning and 
end of term (usually 9.30am) and on Holy days of Obligation (usually at 11.00). 
 
The children are also encouraged to attend Sunday Mass at St Joseph’s church in 
Bridgwater. 
 
There is a teacher-led lunch time prayer where children have the opportunity to explore 
prayer for themselves and others. 
 
On Mondays we start the week with a whole school assembly led by the Headteacher. On 
two mornings a week, assembly is held in smaller groups so that younger children may 
celebrate birthdays for example, and the older children may enjoy an assembly specifically 
aimed at their age range. On Friday we return to a whole school celebration assembly when 
classes may display the school work they have been doing.  Special certificates and stickers 
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are also distributed. These assemblies also provide an opportunity for the children to talk 
about some of the activities they are involved with outside of the school. 
 
Sex Education  
 
Sex education is given in conformity with the teaching of the Catholic Church and in such a 
manner as to encourage pupils to have due regard to moral considerations and the value of 
family life. 
 
Health Education  
 
This area of the curriculum is promoted in two ways.  Firstly hygiene and cleanliness are of 
vital importance in the health of any community and children are encouraged to be aware of 
this as they conduct themselves in school.  Secondly, work is extended through such topics 
as food, disease, teeth, families and safety, all of which are studied as children progress 
through the school. Children in the top Junior age range have the opportunity to train for the 
National Cycling Proficiency Test. 
 
Sporting Achievements  
 
We are very proud of our sporting achievements at St Joseph’s. 
 
For the last two years the school football team has represented Bridgwater in the County 
finals, this year narrowly losing to a middle school in the semi finals. Our Chess team have 
been top of the league for a number of years running and we are currently the boys under 11 
years and girls under 11 years school table tennis champions for the whole of the Southwest 
(Somerset, Devon, and Cornwall). Last year one of our boys was chosen to play cricket at 
county level and is now a member of the Somerset squad who play regularly against other 
teams at national level. 
 
School Excursions  
 
We consider a well organised visit to be a very valuable part of children's learning, especially 
when it plays a key role in a class project.  Visits to museums and places of interest are 
organised on a regular basis. 
 
The older children are offered the opportunity of a Residential Field Trip once a year. 
Currently the children in Year 6 are given the opportunity of a residential field trip to Start Bay 
Residential Centre, Slapton Sands. 
 
New regulations applying to charging for school visits are outlined in the next section. 
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  
 
 
There are a number of extra-curricular activities which take place during lunch time and after 
school. 

 
 

A number of the sporting clubs are seasonal. Teams are selected to play regularly against 
other schools and to enter competitions.  
    
CHARGING POLICY 
 
The Education Reform Act 1988 introduced new provisions on charging for school activities. 
The purposes of the new charging provisions are… 
 

·  to maintain the right to free education 
·  to ensure that activities offered in normal school time should be available to all 

children regardless of their parents ability or willingness to help meet the cost 
·  to give to Education Authorities and schools the discretion to charge for optional 

activities provided wholly or mainly out of school hours 
·  to confirm that schools may invite voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school 

or in support of any activity organised by the school either in or outside school hours. 
 
These new provisions broadly reflect the Authority and the school's existing practices in 
charging for particular activities. 
 
The Governing Body has decided to adopt the Authority's Policy for Charging for school 
activities and this will be kept under review.  A copy of the Authority's Policy is available at 
the school for any parent who may wish to consult it.  
The school does not receive funding from Somerset County Council for visits or transport 
costs, and these activities can only continue if sufficient funds are contributed by parents.      
                                
          

 
 

    
                           
                                                    
 
 
 
 
 

 Lunchtime After school 
 

Monday 
 

  
Football (Year 5 & 6) 
French (Year 3 & 4) 
 

 
Tuesday 

 

 
French Year 5 & 6 

 
Multi Skills (Year 2) 
Maths 
 

 
Wednesday 

 

 
No Clubs 

 
Tag Rugby (Year 3,4,5 & 6) 

 
Thursday 

 

 
Prayer Group 

 
Table Tennis 

 
Friday 
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AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION  
 
Dfes regulations require the school to make certain items of information available at the 
school to parents and the public.  The school holds information on the following: 
 

·  the LEA's statement of curriculum policy and the Governing Body's statement of 
curriculum aims 

·  any Statutory Instruments (including those for National Curriculum subjects), circulars 
and administrative memoranda relating to powers and duties under the `Curriculum' 
Section of the Education Reform Act 

·  any published HMI or OFSTED Reports which refer explicitly to the school 
·  any schemes of work currently used by teachers in the school 
·  any syllabuses followed, including those for public examinations 
·  a full copy of the arrangements for the consideration of complaints about the school 

curriculum made by the LEA 
 
The school also holds copies of this Prospectus and of the Governing Body's Annual Report 
to Parents, which are available free to parents, on request, at the school. 
 
 
PROCEDURE FOR DEALING WITH COMPLAINTS  
 
It is our policy to pay close attention to the views of parents.  We recognise that from time to 
time parents may wish to express particular concerns and we encourage parents to make an 
appointment with the class teacher concerned in order that, in the first instance, these 
matters may be dealt with at the informal level. 
 
If the complaint cannot be resolved then parents are asked to make an appointment to see 
the Headteacher. 
 
If the complaint still cannot be resolved at this local level then the parent should submit his or 
her complaint in writing to the Clerk to the Governors (who will acknowledge receipt of the 
complaint and inform the LEA that a complaint has been received).  If the matter cannot be 
resolved by the Governing Body the complaint can be referred in writing to the LEA, which 
will arrange for an investigation to take place. 
 
We hope that you have found the information in this Handbook useful.  The information was 
correct at the time of production.  Changes in staff and other factors may, of course, alter the 
arrangements of the school but we aim to keep parents fully informed of developments.
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Details of attendance 2004 / 2005 
 

95.2% attendance 
 
 

School Authorised Absence 4.8% 
National Comparative Data – Authorised Absence 5.0% 
School Unauthorised absence 0.0% 
National Comparative data- Unauthorised Absence 0.4% 

 
 
 

ATTAINMENT SUMMARY 2006 
 
 

Percentage of pupils attaining or surpassing each level in 2006 
 

KEY STAGE ONE 
 
 

St. Joseph’s (%) National (%)  
L1+ L2C+ L2B+ L2A+ L3+ L1+ L2C+ L2B+ L2A+ L3+ 

READING 97 85 70 61   26 97 86 73 50 27 
WRITING 97 88 70 38 20 95 83 62 36 16 

MATHEMATICS 100 97 85 61 26 98 91 74 50 23 
 
 

KEY STAGE TWO 
 
 

St. Joseph’s (%) National (%)  
L3+ L4+ L5+ L3+ L4+ L5+ 

ENGLISH 100.0 94.0 42.0 94.0 79.0 27.0 
MATHEMATICS 100.0 74.0 39.0 94.0 75.0 31.0 

SCIENCE 100.0 90.0 35.0 97.0 87.0  47.0 
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