Bears Newsletter
Dear Parents

Welcome to Bears’ Class!
Here we are again and we can hardly believe that we’ve passed half-term already.

In many ways things continue as usual:  every morning some of us have ‘Ruth Miskin’ while others are having guided reading with Mr Doyle and we are continuing to cover lots of different topics in our literacy hour.  In addition to this we are still having weekly spellings to take home and learn, and, of course, guided reading with Mrs Lewis two mornings each week.

We have been busy picking sweetcorn, lettuce and the last of our raspberries over the past week.  As we get ready to plant our spring crops Mrs Lewis is very pleased to see that some of us have already brought in our Wellington boots, but she would be very grateful if our Mums could ensure that we all have Wellingtons before it gets too muddy “down in the garden”.

Recently we have been cooking and eating the lovely produce which we have grown ourselves.  We have devised a menu:

· Rosti made from potatoes with onions, beans and carrots served with lettuce, radish and tomatoes
· Raspberry jelly and raspberry cakes

We have all really enjoyed our cooking experience and some of us have tried things for the first time and found that we actually liked them!

We are continuing to learn our tables and make sure that our number bonds are really secure in our numeracy lessons, as well as other topics such as shape and measure.

Our science topic this half-term is ‘magnets and springs’ so this should prove to be fun.  

As we approach Christmas we are beginning to learn our songs for our joint production with the Meerkats and the Dragonflies entitled “A Present for the Baby”.  The songs are really lovely, and within a week or two Mrs Lewis will be giving us our parts, as well as advice on costumes, so that we have plenty of time to get them ready.  We can hardly wait!

Post Script
I am delighted to announce that Bears’ Class has won first prize in the “Dig it, Grow it, Eat it” competition.  Fifty schools in Somerset entered the contest and Bears’ Class came out top!   St Joseph’s receives National Garden Vouchers to the value of £200.  Special thanks must go to Mrs Jane Bazire for all her work both in the garden and in the kitchen.  The judges thought we had put together “a beautiful record of the project with lovely ideas (including the wheel barrow test)” and that “the menu and the final food also looked fantastic”.  The letter ends “Do please pass on my thanks to all the children, staff and parents who have been involved in making your garden such a success”.
Jane Lewis 
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